
Welcome to the second ICELINK newsletter, providing a summary of the project’s activities since April, before 

the summer season starts.  The first five months have been busy, with various management procedures 

established, hiring and fieldwork. The first SMB and other fieldwork activities were successfully carried out at 

sites across Iceland and Greenland that you can read a summary below, or in depth on the new ‘ICELINK in 

the field’ section of our website that Tim created.  

Last month, Aslak provided the first talk of our monthly webinar series and we then we got an overview of 

Work Package progress at the first Scientific Steering Committee. Both events were well attended which was 

great to see.  In addition, our dedicated Panels have been meeting to discuss various topics and provide 

feedback, which will be reported at the second SSC meeting which will be in August.  

If you have any updates for inclusion in the next newsletter from your work packages or institutions, kindly 

contact Eliza or Christine. In the meantime, enjoy a relaxing summer period.   

Regards, ICELINK Project Office  

 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European Climate, Infrastructure, and 
Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be 
held responsible for them. 

 

 WP1: Surface mass balance (VI) 
Thorsteinn and Tomas (VI) updates us on fieldwork this spring season: SMB measurements have been completed at 
various sites in Iceland and at Kobberfjord (Greenland), thus reaching Milestone 1. More details are given below, 
under the Fieldwork section. Snow density inferences from EOs are being tested in Greenland and Iceland and 
Sebastian will soon arrange a couple of meetings with SMB modellers. 

 

 WP2: Ice dynamics and hydrology (GEUS) 
Thomas from ENVEO reported that the work and collaboration with UoI in task 4.1 is ongoing. In task 4.3, GEUS and  
UCPH are analysing ice velocity data from PROMICE and comparing with runoff estimates from MAR by Brice (ULG), 
and have also initiated PISM development work.  

 

 WP3: Historical Data (AWI) 
At AWI, Johannes reported that there was ongoing planning for the field expedition in Greenland in May 2026. There 
was testing of borehole thermometry equipment and development of the processing line for full-core CT-images, to 
enhance resolution in the depth profiles of the intended shallow cores. On the Icelandic side: the first preliminary 
test with the Icelandic drill on a glacier went fine (it drilled a core) except for one minor accident with the drill cable.  



 

 WP4: Improved ice and climate models (ULG) 
At DMI, Shuting and Jorge reported that they already started using EC-Earth4, they will hire a researcher to work on 
Task 4.1 to develop the coupled EC-Earth4 and PISM model system for Greenland. For Task 4.3, Brice reported that 
ERA5+MAR runs are completed at 5 km for Greenland and 3 km for Iceland. Products will be downscaled to 500m for 
Greenland. 
 

 WP5: Projections, impacts and synthesis (DMI) 
DMI shall hire a second researcher on sister project LIQUIDICE, but will  their work will also contribute to Task 5.1, 
‘the development of future scenarios of Greenland and Iceland land ice using coupled models’.  At UoI, Louise Schmidt 
has just been hired, and will also work on PISM. All other WP tasks will start later in the project.  

 

 WP6: Supporting Adaptation Strategies (ASIAQ) 
Alexandra from Asiaq summarised that they had some meetings regarding potential stakeholders with Iceland 
partners (UoI, VI). This includes some less well known or represented stakeholders. They are currently drafting the 
first stakeholder engagement plan, and requested input regarding datasets from the general ICELINK community. 
They plan to submit the plan at the end of June and this will constitute Milestone 3. The goal is to deliver a data 
catalogue that can be presented to a wide variety for the stakeholders, and it needs to be ready in November, before 
the deliverable “Clustering with stakeholders” (D6.1) is due in 2026. 

 

 WP7: Dissemination, exploitation and communication (UoL) 
The ICELINK website has been delivered (D7.2) and continues to be developed and updated. On the site you can get 
an overview of forthcoming events, plus fieldwork and publications.  Tim drafted and submitted a comprehensive 
Communications and Dissemination Plan that will guide our outreach activities over the course of the project. UoL 
also proposed a session for the Arctic Circle Assembly that will be held in Reykjavik in October.  
 
ICELINK will be represented at ESA’s Living Planet Symposium, Vienna, 23-27 June 2025. ICELINK research will be 
presented in several sessions, and the ICELINK project will also be presented, highlighting the project in the context 
of joint ESA-EC Earth System Science initiatives (contact Louise S. Sørensen or Christine Hvidberg). 

 

 WP8: Management  
Management team are now in the final stages of drafting the Data Management Plan, and this will be submitted at 
the end of June after final revisions and feedback. The first Scientific Steering Committee was held on 13th May, and 
generated some fruitful discussions. The next SSC will be held in August 2025, and a poll will be circulated this month 
to find a convenient time. 
 

Spring fieldwork contributed to WP1, WP2 WP4 and included the following activities: 

Iceland:  Fieldwork was carried out on the ice caps Langjökull (UoI, 22–23 April), Hofsjökull (VI, 5–7 May), Vatnajökull 
(UoI, 30 April – 7 May) and Mýrdalsjökull (UoI and the Iceland Glaciological Society, 17 May), and Hofsjökull eystri 
and Þrándarjökull in SE-Iceland. 
 
 The field work included glaciological mass-balance measurements at stakes, GPS- measurements of ice-velocity at 
stakes and with continuous GPS-instruments installed on the ice (part of WP2), ice-thickness measurements with 
radio-echo sounding (part of WP2) and snow-radar measurements to determine the thickness of the winter 
snowpack (part of WP4). In addition, automatic weather stations (ICE-GAWS stations) were installed on Langjökull 
(one station) and Vatnajökull (10 stations). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Fig1: Overview of 2025 mass-balance stake locations, GPS-tracks and snow-radar lines on Hofsjökull) 
(Fig 2: Overview of 2025 mass-balance stake locations and continuously recording GPS-stations on Vatnajökull) 

 
Greenland: Asiaq carried out two spring field campaigns in the spring of 2025, collecting data describing the snow 
conditions in different areas. One project is located at the end of Kobbefjord (5–8 April) and another one at the 
Qassinnguit Sermiat (19 May), also in Kobbefjord. 
 
GEUS carried out maintenance of automatic weather stations in the accumulation zone of Greenland, including 
collecting information on snow density and stratigraphy. 
 

 
(Fig 3: Overview of the location of PROMICE and GC-Net weather stations on the Greenland Ice Sheet.) 

(Fig 4: Map showing data collected during the 2025 field work on the Qassinnguit Sermiat.) 

 
 

Please check the calendar on icelink-project.eu for the schedule of 

upcoming events. 

 Fortnightly basis: ICELINK Management Office Meeting (Online). If you 

have any points you’d like the team to discuss, please send them to 

Eliza/ Christine.  



 

 17th June 2025: ICELINK Webinar (Zoom):   

 

Quentin Glaude (ULIEGE) will present his work on (diverging) Greenland ice sheet SMB projections by 2100, 
based on his work, recently published in Geophysical Research Letters. 
“A Factor Two Difference in 21st-Century Greenland Ice Sheet Surface Mass Balance Projections From Three 
Regional Climate Models Under a Strong Warming Scenario (SSP5-8.5)” 
Q. Glaude, B. Noel, M. Olesen, M. Van den Broeke, W. J. van de Berg, R. Mottram, N. Hansen, A. Delhasse, C. Amory, C. 

Kittel, H. Goelzer, X. Fettweis (2024) https://doi.org/10.1029/2024GL111902 

Time: 14:00 CEST. 

Zoom link: https://ucph-ku.zoom.us/j/69733162506?pwd=sarqD2038zTWS5q7HxyKIbt0UB0Mvw.1 

Meeting ID: 697 3316 2506, Passcode: 062724 

 

 23-27 June 2025: ESA’s Living Planet Symposium (Vienna, Switzerland) (contact Louise S. Sørensen or Christine 

Hvidberg) 

 

 TBC August 2025 : 2nd ICELINK Scientific Steering Committee: (Online)  

A doodle poll will be sent around soon to choose a date. The SSC comprises the Management team, WP Leaders 
and Co-Leads and an ECR representative, and we will report on the progress of tasks in each Work Package, the 
planning of workshops and meetings and communications and disseminations activities. All ICELINK members are 
welcome to join.   
 

 25th September 2025: PRECISE Annual Meeting: (in person, Denmark) – venue and agenda to be confirmed. 

(Contact Christine Hvidberg). 

 

 16-18th Oct 2025: Arctic Circle Assembly (Reykjavik, Iceland). ICELINK WP7 team aims to represent the project at 
this event which brings together governments, organizations, corporations, universities, think tanks, 
environmental associations, Indigenous communities, citizens and others for a comprehensive and democratic 
Arctic dialogue.  
 

 27-29th Oct 2025: ICELINK Workshop on ice processes and data (UCPH, Copenhagen, DK). An agenda will be 
drawn up over the coming month and circulated. 
 Location: PICE Lunch room F506, 2nd Floor of Tower F ( Address: Jagtvej 155 A, 2200 Copenhagen N) 
 

 29-31st Oct 2025: IGS Nordic Branch Meeting (GEUS, Copenhagen, DK). Room and agenda TBC 
 

 7-14th Nov 2025: Greenland Science Week (Nuuk, Greenland). Science conference, stakeholder event and 
outreach activities are being planned (contact A. Messerli) 

Only half of the membership have subscribed, so please sign up ASAP in order to access essential documents and 

guidelines.  

 Sign up to ERDA to access key project documents and share your publications, reports and meeting minutes.  

o You must sign up to ERDA as an external user. https://www.erda.dk/ Instructions for how to subscribe 

have been sent by Eliza in two previous group emails.  

https://doi.org/10.1029/2024GL111902
https://ucph-ku.zoom.us/j/69733162506?pwd=sarqD2038zTWS5q7HxyKIbt0UB0Mvw.1
https://www.erda.dk/


As a key part of part of WP7, a first version of the Communications and Dissemination Plan was delivered to the 

Commission, following input from ICELINK members. 

 Comms Manager Tim has also created a fieldwork news section on the ICELINK website (Click Link), called “ICELINK 

in the Field” and you can submit your fieldwork photos, stories to him for inclusion.  

 

Brice Noël, Stef Lhermitte, Bert Wouters & Xavier Fettweis. 2025. Poleward shift of subtropical highs drives 
Patagonian glacier mass loss, Nature Communications. DOI: 10.1038/s41467-025-58974-1 (Click Link) 
 
Why are Patagonian glaciers rapidly losing mass? A new study conducted by the University of Liège, KU Leuven, and 
Delft University of Technology estimates that Patagonian glaciers could entirely disappear within the next 250 
years.Over the past two decades, satellite-based planetary observations have recorded rapid mass loss of Patagonian 
glaciers, contributing approximately 0.07 mm per year to global sea-level rise. This study is published in Nature 
Communications and links this mass loss to a poleward shift of subtropical high-pressure systems. This large-scale 
atmospheric circulation change brings more warm air to Patagonia, thereby accelerating glacier melt. 
 

 

Fig.5 High-resolution map of Patagonian glaciers surface mass balance (1940-2023), i.e., surface mass gain (blue) 

and loss (red), with a zoom in on three major icefields. 

 

Since the previous Newsletter #1, the following have been submitted/achieved: 

 Milestone 2: Start of first SMB field campaign (delivered 30:05.25) Milestone Lead: Tómas Jóhannesson (VI).  

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-025-58974-1


(A copy of the fieldwork report is on ERDA) 

 D7.1: Communications and Dissemination (C&D) Strategy, (delivered 30.05.25). Lead Authors - Tim James and Tolly 

Aðalgeirsdóttir (UoL). A copy of the Plan is saved to ERDA. 

 

Spreadsheets detailing the schedule of Deliverables and Milestones are saved on ERDA. Please familiarise yourself 

with deadlines. The following deliverables and milestones are due within the next six months:  

 D8.2: Data Management Plan (DMP), due 31.07.25 (UCPH). Report contact Eliza Cook 

 Milestone 4: Plan for stakeholder involvement (initial) due 31.07.25 (ASIAQ).  Report contact: Alexandra Messerli. 

Log your papers! Submitted and Accepted papers should be logged on a shared file: Click Link.  The details 

entered on the Publications List will be compiled and published in the newsletter and on the website, as the project 

progresses.  

Is your intended journal EU compliant?  https://journalcheckertool.org/ is an essential resource when 

clarifying whether publishing and OA fees of journals will comply with the Horizon Europe mandate (i.e. 

eligible costs). If not, then alternative journals/funding needs to be sought before submitting your 

manuscript.  

Full Acknowledgement line for use in your publications: This project has received Horizon Europe funding under the 

ICELINK grant agreement Nº 101184621. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and 

do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European Climate, Infrastructure, and Environment 

Executive Agency (CINEA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them. 

*If the journal has a limited word count, please contact the ICELINK Management Office, who will agree the following 

shortened version of the acknowledgement, as follows: This project has received Horizon Europe funding under the 

ICELINK grant agreement Nº 101184621. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and 

do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. 

Deposit your Published Papers in an Open Repository!  

 All publications must be Immediate OA – no embargo periods 

 Use the latest available version of Creative Commons Attribution International Public Licence - CC-BY. 

 Peer-reviewed publications (plus underlying data) must be deposited in an open repository at the same time as 

publication. Information on research output/tools/instruments needed to validate the conclusions of the 

scientific publication must also be open.  

 Include a README file with instructions for how to open and manipulate files, to facilitate interoperability and re-

use.  

We have established an ICELINK community on the Zenodo repository for this purpose (Click Link). But your institute’s 

repository could also be used. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HFcPcvfjqYkZZ5MTmhOSJaKPUsf0XNe3CHEcrXQmIb0/edit?gid=125773119#gid=125773119
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://zenodo.org/communities/icelink

